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News from the “Saint-Léonard” 

n ° 14 - November 2021 

 ( Ref: 14/20211130)  

 
 

 

 

The aim of the “international federation of associations and places dedicated to Saint Leonard” (fil-leo) 

is to promote exchanges and common actions of all groups which bear the name of Saint Léonard or 

which refers to him. 
 

The members of the Board of Directors are pleased to submit their 14th newsletter. 

It presents the information transmitted by the “Saint-Léonard” of the World. 

This newsletter is being e-mailed to 703 group leaders in 22 countries. 

It is published in 5 versions: German, English, French, Italian and Dutch  
 

Do not hesitate to send us your information and news for the next issue (publication 1st quarter 2022) 

in the form of briefs (4 to 5 lines) with 1 or 2 photos.   

(Contact: fil-leo@federationstleonard.com or michel.braem@wanadoo.fr  

Reference: news from “Saint-Léonard“)   

  

In this number : 
 

♦ The art forthcoming events 

2022: 600th anniversary of the Gilde Sint Leonardus Beek (Netherlands)  

2023: Septennial Ostensions of Saint-Léonard de Noblat (France)  

2026: Bad Sankt Leonhard im Lavantal (Austria) will celebrate 900 years of its parish St. Léonhard and 

700 years of its municipality.  
 

 ♦ News from:   

Germany: Lippertskirchen, Diedorf , Inchenhofen, Lauf, Complement on the Leonhardiritt of Bad-Tolz 

and Benediktbeuern.  

Canada: St. Leonard's House Windsor. 

Austria: Leonhardiritt in Feldkirchen, Geiersberg, Kundl, Oberndorf in Tirol, Pettenbach, Sarleinsbach, 

St. Leonhard am Forst, Thiersee etc. 

France: Raches, Dossenheim sur Zinsel, Alençon, Saint-Léonard de Noblat, Exchange between Mascali 

and Saint-Léonard de Noblat.    

Italy: Mascali, Coro di San Leonardo d'Ortona. 

Netherlands : Beek en Donk.  

Portugal: Atouguia da Baleia.  

Slovakia: Lenartov. 
 

♦ International 

Iconography :  
- Study by Jessica Richardson on the iconography of Saint Leonard at the end of the Middle Ages in Italy, 

- statues of Saint Leonard in Moncontour (Côtes d'Armor) and Martin-sur-Oust (Morbihan) France,  

- Limoges enamel , second half of the 17th century,     

- updates on the fresco by Ménil Godouin [France]) 
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Upcoming events 
 

2022: 600th anniversary of the Guild Sint Leonardus Beek (Netherlands)  
(Extract from the contribution of Geert-Jan van Rixtel on the cult of Saint Leonard in the Netherlands)  
 

The cult of Saint Leonard on the Donk originally developed in the chapel founded in 1422 by Gooswijn 

Model van der Donck, alderman of’s-Hertogenbosch. Gooswijn founded this chapel on his own land, 

Donk's domain near the noble house he owned there.  

The archers’ guild Sint Leonardus, popularly called “De rooi skut”, would have been born on the Donk 

around 1422. Today, it is a brotherhood of 22 brothers who meet regularly at the shooting range “Het 

Wipke” and who will celebrate in 2022 the 600th anniversary of their guild. 

 
 

2023: Septennial Ostensions of Saint-Léonard de Noblat (France)  
(Communication from Michel Defaye, President of the Ostensions Committee of Saint-Léonard de Noblat) 
 

" See you on May 21, 2023! ...   

The Ostensions are a limousine specificity recognized by Unesco (as intangible cultural heritage) since 

2013. They consist of grandiose ceremonies and processions organized every seven years for the exhibition 

and veneration of relics of the saints. The Ostensions of Saint-Léonard de Noblat are the occasion for a 

worldwide gathering of “Saint-Léonard”. Thus, in 2016, 23 delegations from Europe and the world took 

part in our Ostensions.  

The city of Saint Léonard is preparing to receive thousands of pilgrims and, from the 1 st preparatory 

meeting held in November 2021, all the partners set out to prepare the 2023 gathering well and to 

welcome it as well as possible. " 
 

 
Preparation of Ostensions in Saint-Léonard de Noblat (France) 

From left to right: Alexandre Mazin (vice Mayor), René Kabisu (Pastor), Michel Defaye (President), Alain 

Darbon (Mayor), Patrick Proisy (President of the Federation of Limousin Brotherhoods)  

 
 

 2026 : Bad Sankt Leonhard im Lavantal (Austria) will celebrate 900 years of its parish  

St. Léonhard and 700 years of its municipality.  
(Extract from the historical chronicle presented on the municipal website: https://bad-st-leonhard-i-lav.at)  
 

 The earliest known occupations are believed to date back 2,000 years, when the Celts lived in the Lavantall 

Valley, mixed with the indigenous peoples of the Hallstatt period. 

From 1106 to 1139, a church or a chapel was founded in honor of Saint-Léonard by Bishop Otto of 

Bamberg. The first documentary evidence of the parish of St. Leonhard dates back to 1287. 

On July 22, 1325, Bishop Heinrich of Bamberg granted city rights.    

The city of St. Leonhard thus receives the right to own its castle, as well as the right of self-government 

under the supervision of the vice-cathedral. Citizens have the right to elect their own municipal judge, who 

was both judge and mayor. 
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News from the “Saint-Léonard” 
 

Germany  
 

Benediktbeuern (Upper Bavaria) 

An update to our report on the Leonhardiritt in Germany 
(Message from Pfarrer Heiner Heim, pastor of the parish of Benediktbeuern) 
 

“ Thank you for your message and the countdown to the holidays in honor of St. Leonhard. For Germany, 

however, important and substantial pilgrimages are missing.  
Also on November 6, St. Leonard's Day, 

there is a big festival in the town of Bad 

Tölz with many horses and carriages and 

several thousand spectators. 

It is probably the largest Leonhardi 

pilgrimage in Germany. A few days later, 

on the 1st Sunday of November (and not 

on November 1st), the pilgrimage takes 

place in Benediktbeuern (which belongs 

to the district of Bad Tölz). 

All the horses and carriages enter the 

large courtyard of the cloister and are 

blessed at the entrance, then the festive 

service takes place in the basilica. Many 

spectators and pilgrims also come 

there….“ 

 

        Leonharditt in Benediktbeuern in 2019: 

 

 

 

Lippertskirchen (Bavaria) 

Pilgrimage of Leonhardi canceled a second time  
 

It is one of the oldest Leonhardi pilgrimages to the foothills of the Upper Bavarian Alps ;  

it traditionally takes place on the Sunday before or after November 6.  
From the year 1349 a Leonhardi chapel is 

mentioned in Lippertskirchen. Since then, the hike 

has been organized continuously in honor of the 

patron saint of horses: St. Leonhard.  

Pfarrer Ernst Kögler, Parish Priest of Bad Feilnbach, 

announces the cancellation of the ride:  

“Unfortunately, like in other Leonhardi venues, we 

have to cancel our traditional Leonhardi ride again. 

The conditions currently applicable do not allow a 

practical implementation. "   

 

 

 

 

 

Leonhardiritt in Lippertskirchen in 2013: 
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Diedorf (Bavaria, Augsburg district) 

The Leonhardskapelle celebrated its 250th anniversary in 2016 

(Message from Pfarrer Hans Fischer, parish priest of Diedorf) 
 

“I am sending you a short guide to our Leonhard chapel and a longer documentary note by MH Pötzl. There 

was a Leonhardiritt here well before my time, but this has not been possible for a long time due to the 

circumstances (traffic etc.).  

Access to the chapel being on private property, it is always closed. A service takes place only twice a year: 

on the days of prayer before Ascension and on the day of commemoration of St. Leonhard."   
 

Leonhardskapelle Diedorf 
1766 - 2016 

 
Plan of the Chapel  

 

 

Inchenhofen (Bavaria) 

St. Léonhard's pilgrimage to Inchenhofen  (Extract from the contribution of Dekan Stefan Gast, parish 

priest of Inchenhofen to the “st Léonard au 6 nov.” Dossier) 
 

Veneration of St. Leonhard at Inchenhofen dates back to 1283, when the Cistercians of Fürstenfeld 

resumed the until then modest pilgrimage and helped to make it prosper within a few decades.  

St. Leonhard is solicited as a special patron saint of innocent prisoners, the mentally ill and also mothers. 

Later, the “chain saint” became the protector of chained domestic cattle, and thus in southern Germany 

and Austria a popular saint. 

Until 1803, 167 parishes made their annual pilgrimage to Inchenhofen. It was not until King Louis I took 

office in 1825 that the pilgrimage was relaunched after being interrupted due to the expulsion of the 

Cistercians. Today, groups of pilgrims come from around 60 places, mainly on foot, to St. Leonhard 

d'Inchenhofen. 

Two major festivals mark the year and welcome the most important gatherings: 

The feast of Pentecost Monday and the Leonhardiritt in November (photos below) 
 

 
One of the historiated chariots: The king wants to give a gift 

to Saint Leonhard because he helped the queen with a birth 

The clergy also ride on horseback. Local pastor 

Stefan Gast and Bishop Dr. Anton Losinger 
 



5 / 15 

 

Lauf (Baden-Württemberg - Germany) 

Death of Mr. Karl Gläser who was for a long time "the soul" of the ride from St. Leonhard to Lauf 

(information received from Albert Mathern of Drusenheim) 

 

Karl Glaser, from his youth, got involved in Christian movements. At 13, he joined the company “Adolph 

Kolping“(*). He then became involved in parish and parent-child movements. Karl Glaser is also one of 

the founding fathers of the Leonhardusritt.      

He was a press reporter for almost 60 years for local newspapers. 

Albert Mathern from Drusenheim, who knew 

him, wrote: " On Saint Leonard's Day, November 

6 (2021), died Karl Gläser who was for a long 

time the" soul "of the ride from St Leonhard to 

Lauf in the country of Baden. "    

We express our condolences to Mrs Gläser. 

 

 (*) Adolph Kolping was a German Catholic priest of 

the 19th century, who, horrified by the working 

conditions of his fellow workers and artisans, 

militated for the social question in particular, and was 

the founder of the Kolping Society).       Hilde and Karl Gläser on their 60th wedding 

anniversary in 2019 

 

Canada  
 

St. Leonard's House Windsor (Ontario - Canada) 

Reception centers for those leaving prison 
In recent years, associations, some of which are dedicated to Saint Leonard, have been created to help 

those leaving prison to resume a normal life. They have different objectives and methods and we 

present here the work of one of them created in Canada 
 

St. Leonard's House Windsor (Canada) was established in 1962 and on the occasion of his 50th birthday, 

Director Skip Graham wrote: “We were the pioneers of the transitional home movement in Canada and 

there are now 15 St. Léonard houses across the country. We have a national society called  

Saint-Léonard Society of Canada, based in Ottawa, Ontario. We also created the LifeLine program for 

offenders serving life sentences. St. Leonard's also operates a local adult diversion program that offers 

community programs in lieu of jail time. "      

St. Leonard's House Windsor (stleonardswindsor.com) 
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Austria: “ The Leonhardiritt movement in full development. "    
 

The 'Leonhardiritt' or horse rides of Saint Leonard are processions traditionally organized every year in 

Bavaria and Austria to place draft and horse animals under the protection of St. Leonard. The horses and 

their riders, the carriages and the crews progress to a place of worship (church or chapel dedicated to 

Saint Leonard if it exists in the town) to receive the blessing. 

In this newsletter, we take a special look at the development of the Austrian rides by reading up on the 

following sites:  

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonhardifahrt 

this site, reported by Burgermeister Oliver Rastetter from Lauf (Germany), presents the entire 

leonhardiritt movement in Germany and Austria and details the particularities of the different places.   

https://www.meinbezirk.at/tag/leonhardiritt   

this site, reported by the Pfarrer Mag. Franz Kraus and secretary Martina Gatterbauer of the Parish of St. 

Leonhard am Forst (Austria), presents media news on Austrian Leonhardiritt. 

 

Some cancellations caused by the Covid in 2020. 

In 2020 and 2021, years strongly marked by the spread of the Covid, most demonstrations continued but 

had to adapt their course to health constraints. 

However, some cities have had to cancel their party in 2020: Pettenbach, Sarleinsbach etc.  
 

Participation records. 

Perhaps a consequence of the rise of equestrian sports, the participation of horses and crews is reaching 

records. The organizers currently announce numbers of 70 to 120 horses and a few dozen carriages. 

We can cite as an example the progression recorded in Sarleinsbach where the Leonhardiritt has been 

organized since 1937 : there were 10 riders in 1958, then 26 in 1962 and 227 in 1994.  

In 2021, participation was reduced to 100 horses due to Covid .   
 

The number of organizing sites has increased over the years. 

The oldest events noted are those of Geiersberg (17th century) and Thiersee (17th century). Several 

Leonhardiritt were created in recent years in the following cities: Sarleinsbach (1937), Kundl (57 th year), 

St. Leohard am Forst (in 1980), Feldkirchen (15 th year) Oberndorf in Tirol (9 th year ) etc. 
 

Conclusion: The Leonhardiritt are a 

growing movement.  

If the enthusiasm for horses and 

equestrian sports can partly explain 

this phenomenon, the fact remains 

that, in the testimonies collected by 

the press, the riders and the public 

show a strong attachment to the 

protection of St. Leonhard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leonhardiritt in St. Leonhard am Forst 

(Austria) 
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France 
 

Saint-Léonard de Noblat (Department of Haute-Vienne) 

A reliquary arm sculpted in Sicily offered to Saint-Léonard de Noblat for the Ostensions 2023 

 (Information collected by Alexandre Mazin, photos by Angela Contarino) 
 

Carved in cherry wood, the reliquary arm was offered by its creator Carmelo Contarino, president of the 

Confraternita di San Leonardo di Mascali, to the brotherhood and to the community of 

Saint-Léonard de Noblat. 

In order to endow this arm with a relic, an exceptional inventory of 

bones was carried out on October 16, 2021 in the presence of 

Monsignor Bozo, Bishop of Limoges, Alain Darbon, Mayor of St-Léonard 

de Noblat and Michel Defaye, 1st Bayle, each holder of a key essential 

to open the wrought iron cage containing the relics of St. Leonard. 

The next day, Sunday, October 17, the new reliquary arm was 

presented to the parish assembly and offered for veneration at the end 

of the ceremony. This donation is a sign of the vitality of relations 

between “Saint-Léonard“ of the World.      

Long live Saint Leonard!  

 

 
 The reliquary arm sculpted by Carmelo Contarino 

and offered on behalf of the Mascali community 
 

 
 Opening of the cage containing the relics 

 

 
 Inventory of the relics of Saint Leonard 

 

 
 Blessing of the new reliquary by the Bishop 

 
Relic placement 

by Carmelo Contarino 
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Raches (North department), Saint-Léonard Church 

The Covid does not change good habits in Raches 
(Information and photos by Daniel Tison) 
 

“In November, the Sunday closest to Saint Leonard, we 

venerated the relic of our Patron Saint during the Sunday 

assembly. The ceremony was able to take place while 

respecting the sanitary measures. Our new parish priest, Father 

Jean Carnelet, celebrated Mass and led the veneration. "   
 

 
 

 
 

 

Dossenheim sur Zinsel (Bas-Rhin department in Alsace)  

Still no explanation on the origin of the dedication of the city to Saint Leonard 
(documents by Albert Mathern of Drusenheim) 
 

 Around the church, a fortified hypercentre is concentrated where in the event of an attack, people 

living outside could find refuge and protection. The safeguard of this hypercentre is the subject of a 

Heritage mission of Stéphane Bern. 

The Dossenheim coat of arms is not a lock, but a straitjacket, in 

reference to Saint Léonard (see photo opposite). 

The church is a simultaneous church, with therefore the two cults: 

Catholic and Protestant (*).  

 

 
  

 

(*) The simultaneum was introduced 

in Alsace by a decision of french King 

Louis XIV. Protestant communities 

were forced to cede the choir of their 

church to Catholics when there were 

at least 7 Catholic families in their 

locality. The simultaneum progressed 

until the signing of the Concordat in 

1801 when it numbered 150 

churches.    

Today, there are around fifty in Alsace. 

The progress of ecumenism and a 

greater relativization of beliefs have 

reduced the factors of tension. 
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Alençon (Department of Orne - Normandy) 

Louis and Zélie MARTIN: on the Saint Léonard d'Alençon bridge, we get engaged 

(Extract from an article in L'Orne Hebdo , information provided by Albert Mathern from Drusenheim) 
 

“Indeed, this bridge [Saint-Léonard] is not just another bridge in the city. No: this is where Alençon was 

born (or almost). Then, this is where Azélie Guérin and Louis Martin, two illustrious strangers at the time, 

saw each other for the first time. The first was a lacemaker, patron saint: in the 19th century, a woman 

entrepreneur was rare. He was a watchmaker and jeweler, and a fisherman too. They liked each other. 

They got married. Took a long time before having their first child, then Zélie gave birth to nine toddlers, 

the last of which, Thérèse, is to this day the most famous character of Alençon in the world, since she 

became Saint Thérèse (of Lisieux but of 'first of Alençon).     

Illustrious strangers have been less so since October 2015 when they were canonized. They became 

saints, the first couple to access this dimension.“ 
 

 Louis and Zélie: on the Alençon bridge, we get engaged 

 

 

Saint-Léonard de Noblat (Department of Haute-Vienne) 

Faithful to tradition, the riders destroyed the Quintaine during the celebrations of November 2021 
(photo Jean-Marie Rata) 
 

The November celebrations took place over an octave, from November 7 to 14, in Saint-Léonard de Noblat, 

with: the feast of the saint, the ringing of Deniers (*) and the race of the Quintaine which closes the festivities. 

In accordance with tradition, 

the horsemen destroyed the 

Quintaine, a small wooden 

fortress, thus recalling that 

Saint Leonard had been given 

the power to open the 

prisons and to break the 

chains of the inmates who 

were worthy of it.    

 

(*) the ringing of funds - 

is done by hitting the bells of 

the parish church with 

hammers. 

The most valiant colleagues go 

to the top of church tower bell 

and take the opportunity to 

throw coins and candies to 

young children. 
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Italy 

Mascali (Sicily) Parish and Brotherhood of San Leonardo 

Eruption of Etna in August 2021 
(Information and photo by Concetto Stagnitta) 
 

In the shadow of Mount Etna, the city has suffered from earthquakes and volcanic eruptions over the 

centuries. Much of the city was rebuilt after Etna erupted in November 1928 and destroyed a significant  

part of ancient Mascali.   

The risk persists for Mascali and neighboring 

towns, but provisions now exist to divert the 

flow of lava to uninhabited valleys. 

The concern of the inhabitants is still present 

and Concetto Stagnitta sent us some photos 

taken from his home on August 9, 2021 at 5:30 

a.m. during an eruption that turned out to be 

without serious consequences.  
 

 

 
 

 

Ortona (province of Chieti in Abruzzo) - Parish of San Leonardo 

The choir of San Leonardo celebrates a double anniversary (information from Gilberto Bernardi) 
  

The Associazione Culturale S. Leonardo di Ortona has for years been developing cultural and social 

projects with its folklore group throughout Italy and internationally. The association celebrated in 

November 2021 a double anniversary: the 75 years of songs in honor of San Leonardo and the 25 years 

of his love for the country.   

www.associazioneculturalesanleonardoortona.eu/la-nostra-storia/ 
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Mascali (Sicily) Parish and Brotherhood of San Leonardo 

The San Leonardo celebrations in November again confined because of Covid 

(Message from Concetto Stagnitta) 
 

«I am sending you this video from last November 6: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qogsPsLYR_g   

Due to covid, the procession was canceled and the statue of San Leonardo only came out on the parvis. 

Leonardo Vaccaro's book is well distributed and, thanks to Professor Plainemaison, we can also promote 

the Limousin Ostensions. "  
 

 
 

Netherlands  

 

Beek en Donk (province of North Brabant) 

The Guild of Sint Leonardus honored with the title of Emperor the former King of the Guild 

and enthroned its new King   (Information received from Geert-Jan Van Rixtel) 
 

Mario van den Elsen, the former Guild King until 2019, was honored with the title of Emperor. This title 

is awarded to guild leaders who have been king for 3 consecutive years. The Emperor's chain was 

handed over to him on Sunday, September 5, 2021 at the 'Het Wipke' shooting range in Beek en Donk. 

His successor, Geert-Jan van Rixtel, became king of the guild of St. Leonardus on September 11, 2021 

during the great traditional shooting tournament. With Geert-Jan van Rixtel, the guild of St. Leonardus 

has a worthy king. It is going to have a busy year, because in 2022 will be celebrated the 600th 

anniversary of the guild. 

The origin of the Guild dates back to 1422, when Gooswijn had a charter drawn up by Model van der 

Donck, in which he declares to have erected a chapel dedicated to Saint Leonard. 
 

Keiser Mario van den Elsen 

 
King Geert-Jan Van Rixtel 
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Portugal 
 

 Atouguia da Baleia (Portugal) 

A canopy for the statue of São Leonardo while awaiting the visit of the Brotherhood of  

Saint-Léonard de Noblat 

(Information received from Ademar Vala Marques and planned visit announced by Michel Defaye) 
 

Our Portuguese colleague sends us the photo of the canopy which has just been embroidered in the 

traditional way from a drawing by his wife Cristina and which now adorns the statue of 

São Leonardo. This will be an additional element of attraction for the confreres of Saint-Léonard de 

Noblat who have planned a trip to Atouguia da Baleia in June 2022 to attend the great feast of June 11 

and visit Portugal.   
 

 
 

Slovakia 
 

 Lenartov (Bardejov district - Slovakia) 

Exchange of messages between Lenartov and Saint-Léonard de Noblat after a difficult year 

for the community of Lenartov exposed to Covid and floods 
(Excerpts from the Messages) 
 

The news received from Lenartov : “ The Covid has affected the course of life to a large extent and the 

highest level of anti-pandemic measures have been applied in Bardejov district and much of Slovakia. On 

the other hand, in 6 weeks we experienced four major floods in summer, which caused considerable 

damage and required very significant efforts to repair 

them. Despite these difficulties, we were able to 

commission 24 newly built apartments in the village."  
 

A message was sent in return by the associative, civil and 

religious leaders of Saint-Léonard de Noblat to show their 

solidarity with the community of Lenartov tried. 
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International  
  

Iconography:  
 

 Study by Jessica Richardson on the iconography of Saint Leonardo at the end of the Middle Ages 

in Italy      (documents transmitted by Nicola Castaldi - Parrocchia San Leonardo di Panza d'Ischia) 
 

 Jessica Richardson is “ Lecturer in Early Modern Art ” at the University of York [UK], Department of Art 

History. In 2004, she carried out a study of the representations of San Leonardo from the 12th to the 

15th century in Italy and presented it at a congress organized on the Isle of Ischia in 2004 by Nicola 

Castaldi. 

Among the oldest representations, she indicates the following 2:  

“The oldest representation of St Leonard is a fresco dating from around 1130. This image can be found 

on the left wall of the nave of the Church of Santa Maria Immacolata in Ceri, a town about 35 km north 

of Rome ...  

… There remain three monumental reliefs of St Leonard which date from the third quarter of the twelfth 

century; one is on the portal of the Church of San Leonardo al Frigido in northwestern Tuscany (now in 

the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York). "  
 

 

Affresco, Santa Maria 

Immacolata, Ceri 

Foto: Jessica Richardson 
(S Leonardo on the right) 

 
 

 

 
 Portale, San Leonardo al Frigido, Toscana 

(On the left, San Leonardo is represented as a pilgrim: he wears a monastic habit 

and holds a walking stick. ) 
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Representations of Saint Léonard in Brittany reported by Jean-Yves Radigois, president of the 

association “Diwallerien Chapel Saint-Léonard “ (Ploemeur – France) 
 

  “Of the 24 places, chapels or churches examined [in his study on the cult of Saint Leonard in Brittany for 

the“Saint Léonard au 6 novembre” dossier], the current statues, whatever their date of creation, quite 

often show common attributes of Leonardo.  

However, some are not very "classic" like that of Porspoder (Finistère). In this example, it is very likely 

that there was a shift from Léonor, holy founder of the Breton immigrations of the 4th and 7th centuries 

towards Léonard de Noblat. On the other hand, the two attached statues intrigue me. They are not 

dated (14th ?, 20th ?) : Moncontour (Côtes d'Armor) with its patriarchal cross and Saint-Martin-sur-Oust 

(Morbihan) with a sword. " 
 

 Moncontour  Saint-Martin-sur -Oust 
 

 

Representation of Saint Leonard reported by Patrick Brissard (*): 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 a Limoges enamel , second half 

of the 17th century found in a 

private collection 

 

(*) Mr. Patrick Brissard, member of the brotherhood of Saint-Léonard de Noblat, collected the 

representations of the saint from the 12th century. Nowadays from all over Europe : illuminations, 

paintings, statues, stained glass, ceramics, sculptures etc. Its collection, currently with more than 3000 

reproductions, is available for consultation at the Municipal Library of Saint-Léonard-de-Noblat. He can 

also be contacted by writing to: pabri494@msn.com 
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A supplement concerning the representation of saint léonard in Ménil-Gondouin (department 

of Orne - France) 
 

Mrs Béatrice Russo Chapirot sends us an extract from the register kept in 1886 which 

concerns a statue of Saint Leonard  
 

 January 24, 1886, Saint Léonard de Noblat (registers, p. 151) 
On Sunday January 24 of the year of grace 1886, after the express authorization of 
Mgr, the statue of Saint Léonard de Noblat, a souvenir of the old church of Sacq (12th 
or 13th century) saved from destruction by Rosalie Grandin du Sacq, preserved by the 
farmers living in the old presbytery of Sacq, and returned by Jules Richard, currently 
a farmer in the said place, the repair being made and the statue placed in the middle 
of the nave next to the Gospel, opposite -vis Sainte Barbe, Father Cesse, vicar at Sainte-
Honorine-le-Guillaume, preacher, first told about the life of Saint Léonard de Noblat 
and solemnly blessed his statue in the presence of many faithful gathered at this 
ceremony. 
(Extract from : Abbé Victor Paysant Curé of Ménil-Gondouin (Orne) from 1873 to 1921, Research on his 

life and his work and the renewal of the Church by the Association Les Amis Du Houlme, TOWN HALL, 

61220 BRIOUZE - 2010) 

The priest Victor Paysant, 

decorator of the church of 

Ménil-Gondouin in the 

department of Orne (France), 

lived in the 19th century. He 

wanted his church to be “the 

living and speaking Church”.  

Among the saints offered for 

veneration, he represented 

Saint Leonardo, the patron 

saint of prisoners and 

summed up his life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______ 

____ 

__ 


